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Proving that there is nothing so constant as
change, the Great Lakes basin was considerably
wetter than average last month. Basin-wide, rainfall
was over an inch (about 40%) above average, quickly
wiping out rainfall deficits created by the drought
conditions earlier this year. The Lake Erie basin was
the wettest both in total amount of rainfall (about 4.3
inches by preliminary report) and in percentage
departure from average (about 60% above). Lake
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Superior’s basin rainfall was the closest to average at
about 15% high.

The 30-day National Weather Service outlook is
for temperatures to be below average in November,
basin-wide; rainfall is expected to total about aver-
age. The 90-day {November-January) outlook calls
for below average temperatures basin-wide; precipi-
tation is expected to be below average.

For Great Lakes basin technical assistance or information, please contact one of the following Corps

of Engineers District Offices:

" For New York, Penn. & QOhio:

Colonel Hugh F. Boyd I1I
Cdr, Buffalo District
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, NY 14207-3199
(716) 876-5454, Ext. 2201

For Mich., Minn. & Wisc.:

Colonel John D. Glass
Cdr, Detroit District
P.O. Box 1027
Detroit, M1 48231-1027
(313) 226-6440 or 6441

For lll. & Indiana:

LTC Jess J. Franco Jr.
Cdyr, Chicago District
219 S. Dearborn St.
6th Floor

Chicago, IL 60604-1797
{(312) 353-6400

Regarding lake levels, Lakes Superior, Michigan-
Huren and Ontario were 6 inches, 4 inches and 3
inches below their respective long-term averages.
The October level of Lakes Michigan-Huron was the
lowest since March 1978; Lake Erie, the lowest since
February 1977. The levels for both Lakes St. Clair
and Erie were about one inch above long-term aver-
age. All of the lakes fell in October in consonance
with regular declines, which are expected to con-
tinue for the next few months,

The International Joint Commission’s public
forum, held at ten locations on October 22, proved

very useful for the Levels Study. Much was learned
and shared by all participants. Their contribution to
the effort as a whole is much appreciated.
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